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11,000 more children are food-insecure 

than in this year, and 21,000 more 
adults are food-insecure. 

That is why I am introducing H.R. 
3888, the New Chance For a New Start 
Life Act of 2014, to train the chron-
ically unemployed, some 37.7 percent of 
the unemployed. 

I also want to salute, Mr. Speaker, 
the Alpha Kappa Alphas. This is their 
Founder’s Day on January 15, as well 
as the birthday of Martin Luther King, 
Jr. In their name, let us do for those 
who need. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak on the impor-
tance of two of our nation’s safety net pro-
grams—unemployment insurance and the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
known as SNAP. 

Last month I held an event at the Career 
and Recovery Resources Center in my district 
to draw attention to the 1.3 million people na-
tionwide who lost their emergency federal un-
employment insurance, which includes 12,000 
unemployed job hunters in Houston. 

At that event nonprofit social service organi-
zations expressed their concern that their re-
sources were not adequate to serve all of 
those who live day to day on the tattered 
edges of our nation’s income, housing, food, 
and medical care safety net programs. 

The churches, nonprofits, and social service 
organizations that run food pantries and as-
sistance programs for the poor are desperate. 

They do not have, nor can they find, funding 
to meet the needs of the millions of people 
who are stripped of resources because of cuts 
to federal programs that are poverty preven-
tion and life sustaining. 

Each week an additional 4,112 Texans will 
lose their unemployment insurance benefits— 
this is an emergency. 

Because Food programs like SNAP have 
been targeted for reduction in the billions of 
dollars due to Sequestration and direct cuts to 
the program unemployment insurance has 
come to be a vital resource for families—espe-
cially those with children or people who are 
chronically ill. 

In 2013, according to the Houston Food 
Bank’s ‘‘Map the Meal Gap’’ report the overall 
food insecurity for the Houston Food Bank 
eight-county service area was 18.5%; and chil-
dren’s food insecurity was 24.2%. 

The Houston Food Bank reports that 
415,030 children or 1 in 4 children in their 
service area are food insecure. 

In 2013 data shows: 11,000 more children 
are food insecure than in the year before; and, 
21,500 more adults are food insecure than in 
the year before. Based on family income more 
than one third of food insecure children in the 
Houston Food Bank service area are not eligi-
ble for federal food assistance programs. 

HOUSTON 
In Harris County, Texas, where the city of 

Houston is located—59% of those who are in-
come-eligible for SNAP benefits participate in 
the Program. 

Almost 500,000 individuals who are eligible 
to participate in SNAP do not receive food as-
sistance. 

This means that almost $700 million in 
SNAP benefits that should be going to chil-
dren, elderly, and their families each year is 
lost. 

This means that more than $1 Billion in 
SNAP-generated local economic activity is lost 
to Harris County businesses each year. 

TEXAS 
Before the November 1st, 2013, cuts to the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program: 
The Texas food insecurity rate was 27.6% 

making more than one in four Texas children 
food insecure. Six of the ten counties with the 
highest rates of child food insecurity in the na-
tion are in Texas; in all of these counties more 
than 1 in 3 children are hungry. Seventeen 
counties in the U.S. have more than 100,000 
food insecure children—five of these counties 
are in Texas. 

In Texas, some 66% of income-eligible indi-
viduals participate in SNAP. 

2 million individuals who are income-eligible 
for SNAP do not participate. 

More than $3 billion in SNAP benefits to 
purchase food are lost to Texas children, el-
derly, and their families each year. 

More than $5.5 billion in SNAP-generated 
local economic activity is lost to communities 
across the State of Texas each year. 

NATIONAL 
This is no time to deny even more American 

children, seniors, and their families, access to 
food programs for which they are eligible. 

Even before the November cuts to SNAP, 
the national child food insecurity rate was 
22%. 

These cuts joined with the disruption of 
emergency insurance benefits will mean more 
people will be in need of food assistance 
under SNAP not less. 

The cuts to SNAP and those the programs 
have already incurred are putting lives at 
risk—especially those of children, elderly, dis-
abled, and chronically ill who must have 
healthy food each day. 

Mr. Speaker, I call on my colleagues to take 
up emergency legislation to restore unemploy-
ment insurance to those who through no fault 
of their own are still seeking employment. 

Not acting will harm small businesses and 
fragile local economies as well as the ability of 
local aid agencies to meet the needs of those 
who seek their assistance. 

f 

THE MARCH FOR LIFE 
(Mr. SHUSTER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, our 
Founders understood that all human 
beings are created equal and are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights. The most impor-
tant of these rights is the right to life. 

Next week is the March for Life, the 
largest pro-life demonstration in the 
world. It has been over 40 years since 
the tragedy of ROE v. WADE, and the 
March for Life has brought together 
pro-life advocates every year since. 

The March for Life is an important 
demonstration of our ongoing commit-
ment to being advocates for those who 
cannot advocate for themselves. 

Congress has made critical gains in 
the fight to protect life, but there is 
still work that must be done. We have 
a duty to stand and fight for the pro-
tection of the unborn, and I believe 
that life begins at conception and 
should be protected at all stages. 

Every day, more and more Americans 
join us in this battle to protect life, 
and the movement to protect the un-
born grows stronger each year. 

We must continue to build on the 
gains that have been made and work 
towards building a future where the 
sanctity of life is upheld across the Na-
tion. 

f 

LET’S NOT CUT SNAP 

(DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, you know, the Good Book 
says that man does not live by bread 
alone, but I can tell you, if you don’t 
have any, and if you don’t have any 
milk, and you don’t have any baby 
food, and you don’t have all of those es-
sentials that provide good nutrition, 
then you don’t live healthy. 

I urge my colleagues, let’s not cut 
SNAP. Let’s not take food out of the 
mouths of those who are hungry. Let’s 
make sure that they can not only have 
bread, but milk and cheese and every-
thing else that goes with it. 

f 

MARCH FOR LIFE 

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to remember the 
41 anniversary of ROE v. WADE. Every 
year, on January 22, students come to 
Washington, D.C., and host a rally on 
the National Mall to celebrate life. 

To me, the March for Life means re-
newed hope and faith in our Nation’s 
young people, as I see hundreds, many 
from parishes just like mine, come to 
our Nation’s Capital to stand for life. 

I want to recognize all the groups 
from Illinois, including my former 
priest, Father Dan Willenborg, from 
my district in Nokomis, Illinois, and 
his group of 160 students who will trav-
el almost 800 miles to participate in 
next week’s March for Life. 

I am praying for safe travels, and I 
wish I could be here with you. 

As a father of a 16-year-old daughter 
and 13-year-old twin boys, I want to 
thank our youth for their commitment 
to life. I hope my children have the 
same opportunity to come to Wash-
ington to stand up for what they be-
lieve in. 

f 

TENNESSEE EDUCATION LOTTERY 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, before I 
was elected to Congress I served 24 
years in the Tennessee State Senate. 
For 20 of those years I worked hard to 
create a Tennessee education lottery, 
an opportunity for students to go to 
college and come out without a debt 
and without having to have a job when 
they were in college to succeed. 
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